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Biographical Note

Jesse Kilgore Dubois was born January 14, 1811 in Lawrence County, lllinoisto Toussaint Dubois. He
was elected in 1824 to the Illinois House of Representatives, and re-elected to the lower house in 1836,
1838, and 1842. President William Henry Harrison appointed him as Registrar of the Land Office of
Palesting, Illinoisin 1841. In 1849, Dubois was appointed receiver of Public Moneys of Palestine, but was
removed from office upon the election of President Franklin Piercein 1853. By 1856, Dubois became a
prominent member of the Republican Party, and was elected Illinois Auditor of Public Accounts. In 1868
Dubois ran as the Republican candidate for Governor of Illinois, but lost to John M. Palmer. That same
year DuBois was named to the Republican National Executive Committee, and served as delegate to the
Republican National Convention. A resident of Springfield, Illinois, Dubois was a close neighbor and
life-long friend of Abraham Lincoln. Dubois died on November 22, 1876, and was buried in Oak Ridge
Cemetery in Springfield, Illinois.

Source: Bateman, Newton. Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois. Chicago, IL: Munsell Publishing
Company, 1916.

Scope and Contents

This collection consists of correspondence and political and business papers from Jesse Kilgour Dubois
ranging from 1830 to 1920 pertaining to hiswork as Illinois Receiver of Public Moneys (1849-1853), his
land investments and interests in land drainage (1840s-1850s); the Illinois State Auditor's office and the
presidential campaigns of 1860 and 1864; and Abraham Lincoln'slife.

Thereis also a certificate of commission as amajor general in 1864 during the U.S. Civil War and
copies of hisletters and petitions to and from Abraham Lincoln (1856-1861); notes on the Dubois
family including Dubois' father, Toussaint Dubois (d. 1816) of Vincennes, Knox County, Indiana; and
correspondence of the Huntington family of Springfield, Illinois (1880-1920). Correspondents include J.
Butterfield, O.M. Hatch, John Hay, James Shields, Lyman Trumbull, Daniel W. V oorhees, Jesse Welik,
and Elisha Whittlesey.

Arrangement
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This collection is arranged by subject.

Administrative | nformation

Publication | nfor mation

Rare Books and Manuscripts

Conditions Gover ning Access

Restrictions apply. Contact the repository for more information.

Conditions Governing Use

Legal title, copyright, and literary rights reside with Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library,
Indianapolis, IN. All requests to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to Rare Books and
Manuscripts.

Custodial History

This collection was received by Rare Books and Manuscripts as a donation.

Accruals

No further additions are expected.

Processing I nformation

Collection processing completed 2016/05/26 by Linda Gellert. EAD finding aid created 2016/05/26 by
Linda Gellert. EAD finding aid revised 2016/06/16 by Brittany Kropf.

Controlled Access Headings

Corporate Name(s)

* United States. General Land Office.
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*  Whig Party (U.S)).

Family Name(s)

* Huntington family

Geographic Name(s)

Knox County (Ind.)

Springfield (I11.)

United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865
Vincennes (Ind.)

Per sonal Name(s)

» Hay, John, 1838-1905

* Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865

e Trumbull, Lyman, 1813-1896

» Voorhees, Daniel W. (Daniel Wolsey), 1827-1897
*  Weik, Jesse William, 1857-1930

Subject(s)

* Family life
» Politics and government
* Presidents--United States

- Page 6 -



